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Amendments to Claims 

1 . (Previously Amended) A fuel cell stack for a fuel cell power plant> 
comprising: 

a plurality of fuel cells arranged in a stack, each including a membrane 
electrode assembly having a proton exchange membrane between a cathode 
5 catalyst and an anode catalyst, an anode support plate adjacent said anode 

catalyst, a cathode support plate adjacent said cathode catalyst, a porous anode 
water transport plate having a fuel reactant gas flow field adjacent said anode 
support plate^ and a porous cathode water transport plate having an oxidant 
reactant gas flow field adjacent to said cathode support plate, at least one of said 
10 water transport plates in each cell having water flow channels; 

a plurality of solid plates, selected from one or more of solid cooler plates 
and solid separator plates, disposed between at least some of said cells in said 
stack; and 

water transfer means disposed in each of said fuel cells for transferring 
1 5 water only internally within said stack from said cathode water transport plate of at 
least one of said fuel cells to at least one of said anode water transport plates 
which may be within said one fuel cell or a different fuel cell. 

2. (Original) A fuel cell stack according to claim 1 wherein said at 
least one said anode water transport plates is in said different fuel cell and said one 
cell and said different cell are each disposed adjacent to one of said solid plates. 

3. (Original) A fuel cell stack according to claim 1 : 

wherein each of said water transport plates which is contiguous with one of 
said solid plates has a water flow field adjacent to said contiguous solid plate. 
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4. (Original) A fuel cell stack according to claim 1 wherein there are 
between two and five of said fuel cells between successive pairs of solid cooler 
plates. 

5. (Original) A fuel cell stack according to claim 4 wherein there are 
between one and four solid separator plates between successive pairs of said cooler 
plates. 

6. (Original) A fuel cell stack according to claim 5 wherein said water 
transfer means comprises at least one Internal water manifold which extends 
completely through each of said fuel cells and each of said solid separator plates, 
and is in liquid communication with said porous water transfer plates. 

f 

7. (Original) A fuel cell stack according to claim 4 wherein said water 
transfer means comprises at least one internal water manifold which extends 
completely through each of said fuel cells and each of said solid cooler plates, said 
at least one manifold in liquid communication with said porous water transport 

5 plates. 

8. (Original) A fuel cell stack according to claim 1 wherein said water 
transfer means comprises at least one internal water manifold which extends 
throughout said fuel cell stack exclusive of the first solid plate at one end of said 
stack and the last solid plate at an end opposite of said stack, said at least one 

6 manifold in liquid communication with said porous water transport plates. 

9. (Original) A fuel cell Stack according to claim 1 wherein said water 
transfer means comprises a high water permeability proton exchange membrane. 
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10. (Original) A fuel cell stack according to claim 9 wherein said 
membrane has a microporous water-filled phase in excess of 10 volume %. 

1 1 . (Original) A fuel cell stack according to claim 9 wherein said 
membrane has a microporous water-filled phase between 1 5 volume % and 25 
volume %. 

12. (Original) A fuel cell stack according to claim 1 wherein said water 
transfer means comprises a water transport band constructed of a particle that is 
wettable, non-conductive and has a particle size of 5 microns or less, said band 
extending from said cathode water transport plate to said anode water transport 

5 plate. 

13. (Onglnal) A fuel cell stack according to claim 12 wherein said water 
transfer band comprises silicon carbide. 

14. (Original) A fuel cell stack according to claim 13 wherein said 
silicon carbide is screen printed onto a support plate of said fuel cell in sufficient 
thickness so as to accommodate the thickness of said support plates and said 
catalysts. 

1 5. (Original) A fuel cell stack according to claim 13 wherein holes are 
provided in said water transport plates to conduct water from said water flow fields 
to said water transfer band. 

16. (Original) A fuel cell stack according to claim 1 wherein porous 
water transfer zones are adjacent to at least one edge of said at least one fuel cell, 
said water transfer zones are contiguous and in water communication with said at 
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least one edge of said cathode water transport plate and with said at least one 
5 edge of said anode water transport plate. 

17. (Original) A fuel cell stack according to claim 16 wherein said water 
transfer zone includes a flow restriction between said cathode water transport plate 
and said anode water transport plate. 

18. (Original) A fuel cell stack according to claim 1 wherein about 90% 
of product water generated at the cathodes of said fuel cells is removed from said 
stack as vapor in exhaust of said oxidant reactant gas flow field, about 30%, of 
product water generated at the cathodes of said fuel cells is transferred wholly 

5 within said stack from said cathode water transport plates of said stack to the 
anode water transport plates of said stack, and about 1 0% of the product water 
generated at the cathodes of said fuel cells is expelled as liquid water through 
exhaust of said anode water transport plates. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A method o f ope r ating a fue l c e ll stack 
v^illnjul f^ tfi'f M' ' ^^Atnp mi ^ n«gHm tf» nt a p p HFHtuflr aai d me t h od according to claim 20. 
comprising: 

expelling 80%-95% of product water generated at the cathodes of the fuel 
5 cells of said stack as vapor in the exhaust of said oxidant reactant gas flow fields; 

transferring, by means of at least one water transfer path within said stack, 
between 25% and 40% of product water generated at the cathodes of said fuel 
cells from said cathode water transport plates of said fuel cells to said anode water 
transport plates of said fuel cells; and 
10 removing between 5% and 15% of product water generated at the 

cathodes of said fuel cells to exhaust from said anode water transport plates. 
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20» (Currently Amended) A method of operating a fuel cell power plant 
having a stack of fuel cells, each fuel cell including a membrane electrode assembly 
having a proton exchange membrane between a cathode catalyst and an anode 
catalyst, an anode support plate adjacent said cathode catalyst, a cathode support 
5 plate adjacent said cathode catalyst, a porous anode water transport plate having 
fuel reactant gas flow field adjacent said anode transport plate, and a cathode 
water t r ans po rt support plate having an oxidant reactant gas flow field adjacent to 
said cathode support plate, at least one of said water transport plates of each cell 
having water flow channels, and a plurality of solid plates, selected from one or 

10 more of solid cooler plates and solid separator plates^ disposed between at least 
some of said cells^ said method comprising: 

transferring water only internally within said fuel cell stack from said 
cathode water transport plate of at least one of said fuel cells to at least one of 
said anode water transport plates which may be within said one fuel cell or a 

1 5 different fuel cell. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A method of o p e r at i ng o-fue t c e i l- po we r p la nt 
I mtfing u Ataek o f fue l ce ll s, each fuel ee l! i n elu d lng a membrane e l ectrode oaaomb l y 
hav i rtg a p roto n exchange me mb r ane between a cat hod e catalyst an d a n an od e 

cato l yst, a n a n ode support plot e ad jac e nt said cathod e eata l yjt, a caiheel e su pp o r t 
5 p l a t e adjacent said cathode e ato l yst^ a porouo a nod e wat er t r ansport plate hav i ng 
fa e l reactant gaa ' f l ew f i eld adjace n t sa i d anod e l i a ii j* p o r t p l at e , a nd a ca tho de 
water trana pe r t p late havin g an o xi d ant re actant gas fl o w fi eld a d ja c ent to aa id 
ual li o d e support pla t e, the anode water t r a n s por t p lat e s of each co ll I tm/ing wate r 
i l uw c h a nn e l s, a plu r a l ity o f a o lid c oo le r p iolcj jopurat ing said fuel cc l la int o g ro u p s 
10 of b etween 2 an d G fuel cel l s pe r group, eac l-i o f aoid cal hu Je wate r t r ansport 

pfates adjacent to o ne o f sa i U a ul i d c o ole r ptolej also having ^tfalcr flow ehonnclg r 
said method - accordirta to claim 20 comprising conducting water only internally 
within said fuel cell stack from a cathode water transport plate at a first end of said 
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